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11.  (SBU)  "Operation  Ultimatum,"  the  Armed  Forces  of  the 
Philippines'  (AFP)  effort  to  capture  or  kill  senior  Abu 
Sayyaf  (ASG)  and  Jemaah  Islamiyah  (JI)  leaders  on  the  island 
of  Jolo,  is  now  in  its  25th  day.  The  AFP  remains  determined 
to  maintain  the  pressure  on  the  fugitive  terrorists,  who 
appear  to  be  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Patikul  in  central 
Jolo.  On  August  23,  Scout  Rangers  patrolling  the  area  ran 
into  heavy  resistance  and  suffered  14  wounded  and  two  killed. 

The  AFP  responded  with  artillery  and  mortar  fire  and  OV-10 
and  helicopter  gunship  strikes,  and  continues  to  hit  ASG/JI 
targets  once  they  are  identified.  Several  terrorists  are 
reported  killed,  although  the  actual  number  casualties  is 
still  unclear  and  there  is  no  confirmation  of  their  identity. 

The  Philippine  Navy  is  maintaining  a tight  maritime  cordon 
around  the  island,  stopping  on  average  50  vessels  per  day. 

12.  (SBU)  U.S.  Joint  Special  Operations  Task 
Force-Philippines  troops  assisted  an  August  24  AFP  medical 
civic  action  mission  in  Indanan  that  treated  50  people. 
Soldiers  distributed  medical  supplies  and  scheduled 
appointments  for  follow-on  surgery.  A ribbon  cutting  for  an 
Area  Coordination  Center  servicing  the  Indanan  area  will  take 
place  on  August  30.  Moro  National  Liberation  Front  (MNLF) 
refugees  in  the  No-Fire  Area  north  of  Mount  Tumatangis  are 
receiving  supplies  and  water.  According  to  sources,  the 
local  MNLF  leadership  continues  to  exercise  restraint  and  has 
kept  its  fighters  out  of  the  conflict. 
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